EIU 4009-001: Senior Seminar/Search for the American Dream by Whitlow, Roger
Eastern Illinois University
The Keep
Fall 1997 1997
Fall 8-15-1997
EIU 4009-001: Senior Seminar/Search for the
American Dream
Roger Whitlow
Eastern Illinois University
Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/english_syllabi_fall1997
Part of the English Language and Literature Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the 1997 at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in Fall 1997 by an authorized
administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Whitlow, Roger, "EIU 4009-001: Senior Seminar/Search for the American Dream" (1997). Fall 1997. 140.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/english_syllabi_fall1997/140
-e~:::\) 
Senior Seminar/S rch for the ¥erican Dream 
/" 
__,,// 
Course Purpose 
Roger Whitlow 
C.H. 315D 
2 s.h. 
"The American Dream," like "Land of the Free," is a national cliche tossed out casually, as though to have a 3-
car garage, a Mercedes, and a good job have, since the founding of America, represented the values shared by 
most citizens. Like most cliches, this one is quite wrong. In my 30-year study of American culture, I have found 
four systems of values that have most shaped America since its founding. I call them the Puritan Dream, the 
National (Revolutionary) Dream, the Industrial Dream, and the present Consumerist Dream. The course will 
explore the four, one by one, to see what people did and valued during these respective periods of the national 
expenence. 
There is no "class attendance" policy per se. However, since one-third of the grade for the course is based on 
your contribution to discussion of the material studied, if you are not in class, you are obviously not contributing 
- therefore, poor attendance clearly affects your grade. 
If you have a disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, please contact the Coordinator of the 
Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible. 
Class Meetings 
1. Introduction 
2. The Puritan Dream/The National 
Dream/The Industrial Dream/The 
Consumerist Dream 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
" 
" 
Movie: Witness" (Read Potter, People of 
Plenty, part 2) 
" 
7. Discussion: "Witness" 
8. 
9. 
10. 
" 
Discussion: Declaration of 
Independence/U.S. Constitution/Bill of 
Rights 
" 
11. Movie: "Absence of Malice" 
12 " 
13. Discussion: "Absence of Malice" 
14. " 
15. Mid-term exam 
16. Discussion: Sinclair, The Jungle 
17. 
18. 
" 
" 
19. Discussion: Lewis, Babbitt 
20. 
21. 
" 
" 
22. Discussion: Gaines, Autobiography of Miss 
lane Pittman 
23. 
24. 
-
" 
" 
25. Movie: "The River" 
26. " 
27. Discussion: "The River" 
28. Contemporary Consumerism 
29. " 
30. Final Exam 
Course Grade 
Class discussion, 1/3~ mid-term, 1/3; final exam, 1/3 
